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either animals or images for living men or women. At
Salamis certainly, and perhaps at Hierapolis, the substitutes
were animals: at Tarsus, if I am right, they were images.
In this connexion the statement of a Greek writer as to the Burnt
worship of Adonis in Cyprus deserves attention. He says ^^
that as Adonis had been honoured by Aphrodite, the to Adonis
Cyprians after his death cast live doves on a pyre to him,
and that the birds, flying away from the flames, fell into
another pyre and were consumed.1 The statement seems to
be a description of an actual custom of burning doves in
sacrifice to Adonis. Such a mode of honouring him would
be very remarkable, since doves were commonly sacred to
his divine mistress Aphrodite or Astarte. For example, at
the Syrian Hierapolis, one of the chief seats of her worship,
these birds were so holy that they might not even be
touched. If a man inadvertently touched a dove, he was
unclean or tabooed for the rest of the day. Hence the
birds, never being molested, were so tame that they lived
with the people in their houses, and commonly picked up
their food fearlessly on the ground.2 Can the burning of
the sacred bird of Aphrodite in the Cyprian worship of
Adonis have been a substitute for the burning of a sacred
man who personated the lover of the goddess ?
If, as many scholars think, Tark or Tarku was the name, The
or part of the name, of a great Hittite deity, sometimes xeucers
identified as the god of the sky and the lightning,8 we may of oiba
1 Diogenianus, Praefatu>t in Paroe-     rienncs, xiv. (1903) pp. 81 s$.; C. P.
miographi Graeci, ed. E. L. Leutsch     Tiele, Geschickte der Religion im At-
et F. G. Schneidewin (Gottingen,     tertum, i. 251 ; W. Max MUller,
1839-1851), i. 180. Raoul-Rochette     Asien und Europa, p. 333; P. Jen-
regarded the custom as part of the     sen, Hitiiter und Armenier^ pp. 70,
ritual of the divine death and resurrec-      150 sqq., 155 sqq. ; F. Hommel,
tion. He compared it with the burning      Grundriss der Geographic und Ge-
of Melcarth at Tyre. See his memoir,      schichU des alien Orients, pp. 44, 51
"Surl'Hercule Assyrien et Phe*nicien,"      sq. ; L. Messerschmidt, The Hittites,
Memoires de ^ Academic des Inscriptions     p. 40. Sir W. M. Ramsay thinks
tt Belhs-Lettrest xvii. Deuxieme Partie      (I.e.] that Tark was the native name
(1848), p. 32.                                           of the god who had his sanctuary at
a Lucian, De dea Syria, 54.                 Dastarkon in Cappadocia and who was
3 A. H. Sayce, in W. Wright's     called by the Greeks the Cataonian
Empire of the Hittites? p. 186 ; W.      Apollo : his sanctuary was revered all
M. Ramsay, " Pre - Hellenic Monu-     over Cappadocia (Strabo, xiv. 2. 5,
ments of Cappadocia," Recueil de     p. 537). Prof. Hommel holds that
Travaux relatifs a la Philologie et     Tarku or Tarchu was the chief Hittite
i VArehtologit EgypHennes et Assy-      deity, worshipped all over the south of